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San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Donates more than $150k to Local Organizations
Combatting Food and Housing Insecurity
Local tribe gives the gift of hope to families and seniors this holiday
Highland, CA (December 22, 2020) – This holiday season, the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians reached out to
serve community members who were hit hardest during this pandemic. The past nine months have left many
families and seniors worried, facing housing insecurity and in urgent need of food. The Tribe answered the call by
donating more than $150,000 to local organizations such as the Community Action Partnership of San Bernardino
County, Family Service Association of Redlands, Catholic Charities San Bernardino and Riverside Counties, and the
Highland Senior Center.
“This year has been challenging for all of us, which makes it that much more important to reach out and give a
hand up to those most in need of our support,” said Ken Ramirez, chairman of the San Manuel Band of Mission
Indians. “It is our hope that our gifts toward housing and food will bring relief and a sense of hope and healing to
families in our community this holiday season.”
Contributions made to local organizations include
• Community Action Partnership of San Bernardino County received $25,000 to support the Community
Food Pantry Program;
• Senior Nutrition Program at the Family Service Association of Redlands received $25,000 to provide 3,846
meals for local seniors;
• Highland Senior Center received $15 Stater Bros. Markets gift cards for 60 homebound seniors, along with
handwritten notes by San Manuel employees with holiday greetings;
• Catholic Charities San Bernardino and Riverside Counties and Family Services Association each received
$50,000 to assist families at-risk of becoming homeless with rental and mortgage assistance.
The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians recognizes that this is a time more than ever that we need to support
each other. To increase the impact of the Tribe’s donations, all who are able are encouraged to lend any support
they can to Catholic Charities San Bernardino and Riverside Counties, Family Service Association of Redlands, or
the Community Action Partnership of San Bernardino County.
About San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
The San Manuel Band of Serrano Mission Indians is a federally recognized American Indian tribe located near the city of
Highland, Calif. The Serrano Indians are the indigenous people of the San Bernardino highlands, passes, valleys and
mountains who share a common language and culture. The San Manuel reservation was established in 1891 and
recognized as a sovereign nation with the right of self-government. As an indigenous community the origins and history
of the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians stem from our relationship with the land and to all who share it. Since
ancient times we have expressed ourselves through a culture of giving. Today, San Manuel is able to answer the call of
Yawa' (Serrano word meaning “to act on one's beliefs”) through partnerships with charitable organizations. We have
drawn upon our history, knowledge, expertise and cultural values to direct our philanthropic giving in our local region,
as well as to Native American causes nationwide. For more information, visit http://www.sanmanuel-nsn.gov.

